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  Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 1 

Zoom meeting 2 

Minutes of June 18, 2020 3 

Draft 4 

 5 

 Members Present: Barbara Saunders (Chair), Chris Robbins and Lucy Schumer  

Members Absent: Todd Desabrais (vice-chair), Angela Landis, Sarah Peluso and Sam Ostrow   

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray 

Others Present: none 

 6 

1. Call to Order- This meeting was conducted via Zoom.  Barbara opened the meeting at 7 

12:00pm. 8 

 9 

2. Approval of Minutes-   10 

Approval of minutes was tabled 11 

 12 

3. Downtown Master Plan 13 

Jen provided an overview of the contents of the Downtown Master Plan, and everyone 14 

walked through the document chapter by chapter.  In general, participants thought the 15 

plan had a readable format, nice appearance, and captured the main themes raised 16 

during Planapalooza.  It was decided to come back and look at the recommendations and 17 

maps in greater detail.  The subjects will be scheduled in advance so that other members 18 

of the PC can have an opportunity to weigh in.  Several comments were shared and 19 

entered by Jennifer into the master draft.  The group noted several places to insert 20 

statements that promote racial and ethic awareness and inclusivity. 21 

 22 

Going forward, the PC will plan to meet weekly on various sections of the plan.  TPUDC 23 

expects comments around August 1st.  Barring significant changes, the final draft should 24 

be available to present to the Selectboard in September.  The group agreed with staff that 25 

trying to adopt the final plan into the Town Plan using the formal hearing process under 26 

24 VSA Chp117 was too much to tackle at this time with the suspension of in-person 27 

meetings due to COVID-19.  As such, the strategy will be to obtain Selectboard 28 

endorsement of the final plan now (Sept-Oct 2020), and follow up with a town plan 29 

amendment in 2021 or whenever we are able to meet with the public normally. 30 

 31 

Jen will email around a schedule of dates and chapters for weekly Thursday meetings 32 

throughout July 2020.  1-hour meetings will be appropriate. 33 

 34 

4. Adjournment:  Meeting concluded at 12:50 PM. 35 

 36 

Submitted by:  Jennifer Murray  37 


